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Overview By the Numbers (2019-20)

The Access College Early (ACE) scholarship program 2,473 — students who received ACE scholarships
awards scholarships to Nebraska low-income high school ~ 231 — Nebraska high schools that participated in
students who enroll in a college course at a participating the ACE program

public or private postsecondary institution. Research 19 — Nebraska colleges and universities that

shows that high school students who take college courses
while in high school remain in school and graduate at
higher rates and enroll in college at increased rates.
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$814,910 through a combination of state

General funds and federal
funds. When the federal grant
ended in 2015-16, the General
fund became the sole source of
ACE funding with $1,100,000
being appropriated for 2020-21.

Rising Demand

Nearly 2,500 students received ACE
scholarships in 2019-20, an
increase of 164 students from the
previous year. Most students
qualify for ACE by qualifying for
the federal free and reduced lunch
program. In Nebraska, 46 percent
of PK-12 public school students
qualified for free and reduced
lunch in 2019-20, up from 41
percent in 2009-10.
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Proven Success

The percentage of ACE recipients The percentage of low-income non-ACE
who go on to college.* VS . recipients who go on to college.*

*2018-19 public school graduates
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